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From: Tom Lippe
To: Warriors, PLN (CPC)
Cc: Bruce Spaulding; Susan Brandt-Hawley; Osha Meserve; Josh Schiller; Duane Loft
Subject: Warriors Arena DSEIR: Request for Extension of Comment Period
Date: Monday, June 29, 2015 2:03:46 PM
Attachments: C004b DSEIR Comment re Request for extended comment period.pdf


Dear Ms. Bohee and Mr. Bollinger,


Please find my attached letter requesting an extension of the comment
period on the Draft Subsequent Environmental Impact Report for the Event
Center and Mixed Use Development at Mission Bay Blocks 29-32 (Warriors
Arena Project); San Francisco Planning Department Case No. 2014.1441E;
State Clearinghouse No. 2014112045.


Thank you for your attention to this.


--
Tom Lippe
Law Offices of Thomas N. Lippe APC
201 Mission St., 12th Floor
San Francisco, CA 94105
Tel 415 777-5604 x 1
Fax 415 777-5606
e-mail: lippelaw@sonic.net
Web: www.lippelaw.com


CONFIDENTIALITY NOTE: This and any accompanying pages contain information from Law Offices of
Thomas N. Lippe APC which may be confidential and/or legally privileged. The information is intended to
be for the sole use of the individual or entity named above. Unauthorized interception, review, use or
disclosure is prohibited and may violate applicable laws including the Electronic Communications Privacy
Act, 18 U.S.C. §§ 2510-2521. If you are not the intended recipient please contact the sender and
destroy all copies of the communication.
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Law Offices of



THOMAS N. LIPPE, APC



201 Mission Street Telephone: 415-777-5604
                  12th Floor  Facsimile:  415-777-5606
San Francisco, California 94105 Email: Lippelaw@sonic.net



June 29, 2015



Ms Tiffany Bohee
OCII Executive Director
c/o Brett Bollinger
San Francisco Planning Department
1650 Mission Street, Suite 400
San Francisco, CA 94103
warriors@sfgov.org



Re: Request for extension of comment period.  Comments on Draft Subsequent
Environmental Impact Report for the Event Center and Mixed Use Development at
Mission Bay Blocks 29-32 (Warriors Arena Project); San Francisco Planning
Department Case No. 2014.1441E; State Clearinghouse No. 2014112045



Dear Ms. Bohee and Mr. Bollinger:



This office represents the Mission Bay Alliance, an organization dedicated to preserving the
environment in the Mission Bay area of San Francisco, regarding the project known as the Event
Center and Mixed Use Development at Mission Bay Blocks 29-32 (“Warriors Arena Project” or
“Project”).  



I write to request a 45-day extension, to September 3, 2015, of the public comment period
on the Draft Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (“DSEIR”), currently set to expire on July
20, 2015.  This extension is necessary for the public, including my client, to meaningfully comment
on the DSEIR.



The Project is a large, multifaceted sports, entertainment, and office complex situated in a
densely populated metropolitan area.  The Project vicinity is expected to experience large increases
in traffic even without this Project. (See San Francisco Transportation Plan, 2040.)  Also, the Project
setting has a long history of industrial and chemical pollution, yet retains a wide diversity of
environmental resources and amenities that are threatened by further development.  



As a result, this DSEIR has a long and complex environmental review history under CEQA,
including the 1990 FEIR for the Mission Bay Plan, the 1998 FSEIR for the Mission Bay North
Redevelopment Plan and the Mission Bay South Redevelopment Plan, and nine addenda to the 1998
Mission Bay FSEIR (completed between 2000 and 2013) for specific developments within Mission
Bay that required additional environmental review beyond the 1998 FSEIR. (See DSEIR, p. 2-4 - 2-
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5.)



Consequently, 45-days is simply not enough time to meaningfully review and comment on
the DSEIR.  Indeed, in recognition of the depth and complexity of the environmental review needed
for the Project, the City recently obtained a one year extension (from January 1, 2016, to January 1,
2017),  from the state legislature of the deadline by which the City must certify the Project’s Final1



SEIR in order to qualify for the “super fast track” litigation schedule provided in AB 900 (codified
at Public Resources Code section 21178 et seq.).



The City has been engaged in the environmental review of development in Mission Bay for
over 25 years.  The City has also been engaged in the environmental review of the Warriors Arena
Project for over a year, since April 29, 2014,  or at least since preparing the June 24, 2015,2



Administrative Draft of the DSEIR.  Further, with the comment period ending on July 20, 2015, the
City will have almost a year and a half to respond to public comments and issue the Final SEIR, and
process any appeal of the FSEIR certification to the Board of Supervisors and still take advantage
of AB 900’s “super fast track” litigation schedule.3



These facts reveal an EIR preparation schedule that confers a vast advantage on the City over
members of the public who do not share the City’s strong desire to locate the Warriors arena in
Mission Bay.  In the interests of fairness and meaningful public participation in the EIR process, the
City should extend the comment period on the DSEIR for at least 45 additional days, to September
3, 2015.  Indeed, public participation in the EIR process is fundamental state policy:



An EIR is an “environmental ‘alarm bell’ whose purpose it is to alert the public and
its responsible officials to environmental changes before they have reached
ecological points of no return.” [citations omitted] The EIR is also intended “to
demonstrate to an apprehensive citizenry that the agency has, in fact, analyzed and
considered the ecological implications of its action.” [citations omitted]  Because the
EIR must be certified or rejected by public officials, it is a document of
accountability.  If CEQA is scrupulously followed, the public will know the basis on
which its responsible officials either approve or reject environmentally significant



See Public Resources Code section 21189.1. 1



See April 29, 2014, CCII Agenda, Item # *.2



The deadline for filing the EIR appeal is 30-days after OCII certifies it.  The clerk is required to3



schedule the hearing on the appeal no earlier than 21-days and no later than 45-days after the 30-day
appeal period expires. (San Francisco Administrative Code § 31.16.)
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action, and the public, being duly informed, can respond accordingly to action with
which it disagrees. [citation omitted]  The EIR process protects not only the
environment but also informed self-government.



Laurel Heights Improvement Assn. v. Regents of University of California (1988) 47 Cal.3d 376,
392.) 



Thank you for your attention to this matter.



Very Truly Yours,



Thomas N. Lippe



cc: 
Bruce Spaulding
Susan Brandt-Hawley
Osha Meserve
Josh Schiller
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